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Aberdeen Hillwalking Club 

 

Autumn Newsletter 2014 

 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

From the issue of this newsletter, we will be almost at the end of another club walking season. We 

have been fortunate with the weather this year, having experienced an excellent summer and 

hopefully the “batteries” are recharged before the onset of winter. Now is the time to start planning 

for next year’s walks and we welcome any suggestions to include in our future programme. Please send 

your suggestions to our secretary or pass them on to any committee member for consideration. 

I started thinking about this article while on a short break at our “bolt hole” at Boat of Garten where 

we enjoyed a quiet and restful few days (and also grandchildren free!) Speyside is an area we are 

familiar with and particularly enjoy and of course is an area we frequent for club outings. This year 

alone, we have had day outings through the Lairig Ghru, Glen Feshie, Nethybridge to Glenmore, and 

more recently walked part of the Dava Way from Dunphail to Grantown on Spey. 

Speyside appears to have its own microclimate, coupled with majestic scenery, wonderful forests, 

high hills and that magic effect of light and colour which in my view appears to be more intense as 

compared with that on Deeside or Donside.   Having just finished reading Nan Shepherd’s iconic book 

“the Living Mountain”, an anthology of the Cairngorms, her writing echoes many of my thoughts about 

the pleasures of hillwalking and the sense of wellbeing achieved through this pastime. This book was 

written in the 1930’s, though not published until 1977, but her writings are as relevant today as they 

were those many years ago and follows a similar style and passion as that of John Muir, famed as the 

father of American conservation and founder of the American National Parks. I would recommend 

this book to you all.   In addition, I also recently read a new book published in May 2014, called “The 

Cairngorms, A Secret History” by Patrick Barker where he covers various areas of the Cairngorm 

mountains and explores the stories and legends associated with the area. A very good read and one 

which you may want to put on your Christmas list. Frank 

 

 

Club Website 

 
At the last AGM, the Committee were asked to look again at our club website with a view to updating 

and improving our means of communication, particularly with potentially new and younger members 

thus ensuring fast and easy contact for all.  
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On Gownie Path with 

Dufftown in the background 

 

Discounts 
Is new kit required for the new season? Why not visit the following hill walking retail outlets to 

purchase any new items at the following discounted rates. 

 

Blacks, George Street 10% 

Millets, Union Street 10% 

Hilltrek, Aboyne 10% 

Nevisport, 186 George Street            10% (selected lines only) 

Craigdon Sports, St Andrew Street 10% 

Cotswold, Union Square                      10% (up to 15% if a SYHA member) 

Graham Tiso, John Street         up to  25% on Tiso club evenings only 
 

 

Reports and Photos from the Walks 

4th May 2014 Charlestown of Aberlour circular (by Glen Fiddich& Gownie Path). 

The weather forecast was such that we might just get a good day. We picked up Tork, John, Bill and 

Andrea at Inverurie and Margaret at Huntly. Tom, our driver had us at our comfort stop at Dufftown 

soon after and we commenced our walk at Aberlour just after 10am. Kris and Margaret had got off 

the bus and started a shorter walk at 

Dufftown. Our walk along the Speyside 

Way towards Craigellachie saw us meet 

numerous people out for the day and 

enjoying the surroundings. The walk up 

Glen Fiddich was most enjoyable with 

good views all the way to our lunchtime 

stop near the old Balvenie railway 

station. Just short of Dufftown, we 

commenced on the recently 

refurbished Gownie Path. This route 

over the hills eventually saw us reach 

Aberlour and our bus conveniently 

parked near the starting point. We had 

our customary short refreshment stop 

at one of the local pubs – some went for coffee/tea at one of the 

Aberlour restaurants. Everyone was back on board the bus on time 

and we left Aberlour to arrive back in Aberdeen around 7pm., well 

ahead of our schedule, after an enjoyable 12.5mile walk. Graham 
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18th May 2014 Glen Ey circular by Sgor Mor and An Socach. 

 

31 members were out on today’s walk. 

Various route options were being chosen on 

the bus. 6 requested a drop off at Keiloch 

to visit the recently sited memorial bench 

for Jimmy Bremner situated below Craig 

Leek and continued to the bus via the punch 

bowl at Lynn of Quoich. The “Coffee Club” 

was next to be dropped of at Braemar along 

with another 4 who were walking to the bus 

via Morrone. The remaining members got 

off at the prescribed drop off point to 

tackle the days route with Kris walking to 

Braemar via Morrone. Some went as far as 

Sgor Mor before dropping into Glen Ey. The remaining 9 completed the full route via Sgor Mor and An 

Socach, with strong winds on the summits and icy snow patches to negotiate before a VERY stee  p 

decent into Glen Ey. The actual route distance was almost 17 miles not 13 miles as per route sheet 

and we arrived back at the bus 30 minutes late. Thanks to Tom, our driver, we still managed a 30 

minute pub stop at the Fife Arms in Braemar. We then had to pick up a struggling member before our 

return journey home, almost and hour late. Alan  

 

 

 

1st June 2014 Keiloch Circular (inc Jimmy Bremner’s Bench) 

 

There were 22 walkers (or 21 and one painter) on the bus for the journey out to Keiloch, on a fine 

morning. Options for walks available included one or both of the Corbetts Carn Liath and Culardoch, a 

walk round Ballochbuie Forest or walking in the 

Craig Leek area to include a visit to the site of 

Jimmy Bremner’s commemorative bench. I set 

out for Carn Liath and as there was plenty of 

time I also went onto Culardoch. On the way I 

saw a bird that I later identified as a male 

dotterel, which was using a distraction display 

to lure me away from its nest. The female 

David on An Socach 

Vi on top of Culardoch looking less 

than pleased at having her photo 

taken 
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Vi checks the tea for the final time. Enjoying tea and scones. 

dotterel leaves the nest after laying the eggs, and it is the male who incubates the eggs and raise the 

young. 

Later on, with Vi, we saw a young dotterel, which had less strong colouring than the adult and was well 

camouflaged among the rocks.  

We were back at the bus in plenty of time, where we enjoyed tea for the last time, as it has been 

decided that the tea-making equipment will no longer be taken on the bus. To celebrate this end of an 

era, Fiona had baked scones, which were ably buttered and jammed by Wendy. And very nice they 

were too. Thank you, Fiona. 

Everyone got back in good time, and we left Keiloch an hour before schedule, to enjoy a pub stop in 

Ballater before the return to Aberdeen. Janet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To add to her talents Wendy also painted 

a fine view of Invercauld bridge. 
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1st June 2014 Ballochbuie Forest, alternative walk 

I decided on a fairly easy day as I had done a long walk in the Edinburgh Pentland Hills the day 

before. I and 3 others went into the Ballochbuie Forest. We crossed the River Dee by the old bridge 

and headed for the Royal's hut on its spectacular site by a small lochan. We took elevenses here in 

the sun and all remarked on this special setting. Our route then took us through open country 

towards the Victoria Bridge spanning the Falls of Garbh Alt. Once again, all commented on this 

wonderful place hidden in the forest. Many pictures were taken and we eventually headed again into 

the forest. We took our lunch on the side of Garbh Alt overlooking the River Dee, before heading 

deeper into this forest. Our return route to the Old Bridge of Dee followed the south side of the 

River Dee itself. What a wonderful place to be in such spectacular surroundings!! It had not been a 

long walk - only 6 miles in all - but I bet my companions will remember this day for a long time to 

come. Graham 

 

 

15th June 2014 Drumfergue – Rhynie 

 
29 walkers turned out for today’s hike. With the weather a bit overcast the rain held off, 

although 

it did brighten up a bit. Most of the walk was on wide tracks winding through 

woodland until the path up to the 

summit of Tap o` Noth. Some took 

the time to walk 

to the top while others continued 

over the shoulder to the farm at 

Scurdergue and Rhynie 

I had intended to take a marked 

track from Mytice to Cairn of Milduan 

but as it was 

very underused and enclosed by trees 

I  took the road up to the bridge 

beyond Clashindarroch 

House where I rejoined some of the 

group. Everyone was back on time and 

with a 35 minute stop at Insch, Tom 

the driver had us back in Aberdeen ½ 

an hour early. Hamish 
Tap o’ Noth 
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29th June 2014 Cairnwell Ski Centre to Spittal of Glenshee 

25 members were out on today’s walk and several different routes were to be undertaken. 

The first drop off at the Cairnwell ski centre car park were 5 members doing the west side. A second 

drop off at the ski centre saw 11 members to do the east side. As we left the bus we were met with 

cold wind and rain, but blue skies to the south. 8 members stayed on the bus to the Spittal, where 

they did 3 different walks, Wendy painted a beautiful picture of the bridge at the Spittal of 

Glenshee. 

I did the east side, where the mist cleared 

as we reached the top of Glas Maol and the 

ridge south was in sunshine. Taking shelter 

from the wind, we had lunch behind a dry 

stane dyke south of Creag Leacach. We 

continued to the Spittal only to find the 

hotel was closed for refurbishment. We 

were half an hour late in leaving, but 

thanks to Tom, our driver, we still managed 

to get a 15 minute pub stop at Braemar. 

Congratulations to Debbie on completing 

her first munro, Carn a’ Gheoidh, (975m). Alan  

 

 

Loch Beanie 

 
I went with Margaret and David to Loch 

Beanie, part of it was on the Cateran 

Trial. We passed by a farm where on a 

fence there were 39 dead moles hung on 

the barbed wire, not sure if it was 

warning to other moles. We had lunch at 

Loch Beanie, there was no one else 

there. We returned on a different path 

for a short while then picked up our 

outward path to return to the bus. We 

were disappointed to find the hotel 

closed, but we had our spare coffee to 

enjoy in the sunshine. 

Rosemary, Grace and Gilbert went to 

Dalmunzie hotel for coffee, then walked up to Glenlochsie lodge and returned on a higher path on the 

south side of the Glen Lochsie Burn. Kris climbed Meall Uaine (794m). Fiona 

 

 

Debbie's 1st munro,Carn 

Gheoidh 975m 
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13th July 2014 Auchlean Circular (incl Sgor Gaoith, Mullach Clach a’ Bhlair & Ruigh-aiteachain 

bothy) 

Our first early morning start of the year (7am) saw a party of 19 members travel via Aviemore and 

Feshie Bridge road to reach the start point of Auchlean at the north end of Glen Feshie. Despite the 

small numbers, Tom our driver, chose to take the larger 53 seater coach which was very comfortable 

and gave us plenty of room to 

spread out. This could have 

caused difficulty though on the 

narrow single track road from 

Feshiebridge to the car park near 

Auchlean, however, Tom 

successfully negotiated the 

extremely narrow cattle grid at 

the Lagganlea landing strip. 

We dropped off the main party of 

walkers a short distance along the 

single track road in order to 

traverse Sgor Gaoith and Carn 

Ban Mor in reverse of the 

suggested route, thus saving the 

group a 2 – 3 mile road walk. 

 The weather was set fair for the 

day and a second group of 8 walkers chose the new low level track southwards to reach Ruigh-

aiteachain bothy before returning by the outward route.   The weather was glorious throughout the 

day and time was spent by the low level walkers in exploring the bothy including a new toilet block 

adjacent to the main building and of 

course some sunbathing after lunch. 

The main party also had an excellent 

day on the tops with spectacular 

views looking down on Loch Einich 

and across the divide to Braeriach. 

All groups returned on time and the 

bus departed for home with a 

welcome short pub stop at Dufftown. 

Frank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graeme  overlooking Loch 

Eanaich. 

Linda and Ela above Loch Eanaich. 
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            Group at Clova Hotel          Graham, David and Lizetta 

27th July 2014 Dykehead to Clova Hotel 

We had 26 walkers on the bus today. We picked up Margaret, David and Sheema near Portlethen and 

Alistair on the other side of the village. Our short comfort stop was at Kirriemuir and afterwards 

Tom, our driver, soon had us at our start point west of Dykehead. Kris, Frank and Rosemary however 

started on the "Ministers Path" 

just short of Wester Eggie and 

Alex, Ela and Linda crossed the 

River South Esk and headed for 

Ben Tirran with a return by Loch 

Brandy. The others had coffee at 

the hotel before ascending to Loch 

Brandy. From our drop off point, 

we ascended through the trees 

towards the Airlie Tower memorial 

and then had fantastic views all 

the way across the high ground as 

we headed northwards. We 

eventually descended through the 

forest towards the B955, crossed 

the new footbridge and headed for some "well earned" refreshment at the Glen Clova Hotel. The day 

had been hot and sunny and the scenery was matched by this fantastic weather. Those not out today 

missed a superb outing. We left on time with all walkers back on the bus and Tom soon had us back in 

Aberdeen after a glorious day in the Angus hills. Graham 

 

 

            Scott / Wilson Memorial 
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10th August 2014 Glen Muick Circular 

The day began with an 8am start when the weather was dry, but cloudy and threatening to rain.  In 

the end it turned out not to be an empty threat.  There were 29 on the bus which was a good turnout, 

but Glen Muick has always been a favourite day out for the club. When we arrived at the Spittal of 

Glen Muick the weather was still dry but we could see that there was a low cloud base on the 

surrounding hills and not likely to lift.  There were a variety of routes to take from the Spittal and 

the club split into roughly equal numbers to do their walks – some decided to walk up Lochnagar 

including a turn off to the right to take in Meikle Pap, some to go to Broad Cairn, some to take the 

Capel Mounth over to Glen Clova and back again via Sandy’s Stables, and some decided to stick to the 

low level walk around the loch. The rain didn’t stay away for long though, and about an hour into the 

walk it started to spit, then a slight drizzle.  By the time the club returned to the bus from their 

various routes it was a downpour.  Those who decided to do the shorter walks must have felt glad 

about their decision.  However, nobody seemed to regret their decision to do the longer and higher 

walks. After a well-deserved stop at Ballater on the way back to re-hydrate ourselves, the journey 

back to Aberdeen was just in time for the tail-end of Hurricane Bertha to strike.  Not just heavy 

rain but high winds also, so we were relieved we avoided it earlier in the day.  We arrived back in 

Aberdeen about 8.30pm. Alastair. 

With the forecast for heavy rain by midday, I decided to do a lower level walk to the Shielin of Mark. 

I was soaked by the time I reached the shelter of the bothy which was clean and dry inside. I lit a 

candle, sat down, had lunch and waited patiently for the rain to ease. Alan.   
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Setting out from Linn o’ Dee 

with blue skies ahead. 

 

 

Along the way, there was evidence of hillside 

erosion after the heavy rains. 

 

 

Approaching the Lairig Ghru with the Devil’s 

Point on the left. 

 

 

The Pools of Dee. 

 

 

24th August 2014  Lairig Ghru 

 

There were 18 walkers for a 7 o’clock start to walk the Lairig Ghru. Fourteen walkers alighted at Linn 

o’ Dee for the through walk, and the remainder remained on the bus to Loch Morlich for alternative 

walks. The planned route via Derry Lodge was not possible as the bridge over the Derry Burn had 

been washed away by heavy rain the week before. Instead, the Lairig Ghru path was approached via 

White Bridge and the Chests of Dee, with a stop for refreshments near the Corrour Bothy. Due to 

the recent rainy weather, the path was at times very wet underfoot, but we were lucky to have dry 

weather for the whole day. Everyone arrived back at the coach at Loch Morlich on time and we 

enjoyed a pub stop at Dufftown on the way home. Janet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

Looking down Corrie Fee 

 

 

7th September 2014  Glen Clova circular   

There were 22 members on todays outing. There were a variety of routes chosen. Alan left the bus 

at the Clova Hotel and climbed to the ridge opposite reaching Dreish via Hill of Strone  then going via 

Mayar and down by Corrie Fee. The rest of us left the bus at the bridge near the Glen Doll visitor 

centre, most going for the summit of Mayar by a variety of routes including Shank of Drumfolllow, 

Dreish and Corrie Fee. The weather on the plateau was rather unseasonal, cold, wet, misty and windy. 

However, all managed back to the bus on time and enjoyed refreshments at the Clova Hotel. David 
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21st September 2014 Nethybridge to Glenmore (by Ryvoan Bothy)  

A rather disappointing turnout of only 15 attended this through walk. Tom, our driver, was able to 

drop us off a mile or so south of Nethybridge near Dell Lodge from where we headed due south 

through the beautiful Abernethy Forest towards Forest Lodge. A number of good tracks split 

off and then reconverge in the forest and because of the 

low-lying relatively flat terrain of this area, 

mountain bikers as well as walkers 

frequently use them. The day was clear, 

mild and dry with some good all-round 

views, particularly when reaching the open 

areas near Ryvoan Bothy. Mention was 

made in the route sheet of a memorial, 

also marked on the o/s map, and I chose 

to visit the site, on top of a small wooded 

hill near the main track. The memorial is 

in remembrance of a James Hamilton 

Maxwell, killed in the 1st World War 

trenches, near Ypres in May 1915, aged 

22. He may 

well have been a local lad, 

though the memorial stone only states that he “loved these hills”. The 

memorial is recognised as an official war grave and as such, maintained 

by the War Graves Commission.    

Our route continued towards Ryvoan bothy, which is in good condition 

and maintained by the Mountain Bothy Association. We then descended 

through Glenmore Forest Park, passing the well-known An Lochan Uaine, 

the “Green Loch”, so aptly named for the blue/green water. This area is 

visited by many day-trippers and we met numerous family groups out 

for a walk around the many trails 

within the Forest 

Park. We continued 

south bypassing 

Glenmore Lodge 

outdoor centre to reach the Reindeer House and 

visitor centre where the bus was parked. 

Meantime two members had chosen an alternative 

walk by climbing the nearby Corbett of Meall a 

Bhuachaille, returning through the Queen’s Forest 

to the finishing point. We ended the walk in 

beautiful sunshine before returning home with a 

short refreshment stop at Dufftown. Frank 
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5th October 2014 Pass of Ballater to Logie Coldstone (by Peter Hill & Morven)  

 21 walkers were out on a slightly cloudy but dry day. 3 got off at Dinnet to walk along part of the 

Deeside way and across to Logie Coldstone via side roads and tracks. The rest alighted in the Pass 

and made their way up over  Peter`s Hill and Tom Garchory; at this point 4 of us took the easier path 

along the side of Morven past Roar Hill and the crofts of Barglass and Auchnerran back to Logie 

Coldstone while the remainder ascended a cloud covered and very cold Morven. All were back just 

after 3pm and following a refreshment stop in Aboyne were back in Aberdeen in good time. Hamish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vi “taking the waters” at the Wells of Poldhu. 
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19th October 2014 Dunphail to Grantown on Spey (part of the Dava Way) 
 

Today’s outing  attracted 23 walkers for a trip to the Moray area with 3 doing a woodland wander at 

Grantown with the rest starting at Dunphail for a fairly easy walk on the old railway track running 

between Forres and Grantown  through interesting scenery with some historical information along the 

way. Due to time constraints it was terminated short of Grantown at a rocky promontory known as 

Huntly’s Cave, before the bus took us into Grantown to meet the 3 “strays” and enjoy a leisurely 

refreshment stop before returning to Aberdeen. 

Huntly’s Cave: so called as a Jacobite is reputed to have hidden under a rock overhang to escape from 

some “Redcoats” who were hunting him after the battle at Culloden. Hamish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does this open again. 

 
Olé 

How does this open again? 
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2nd November 2014 Gardenstown to Pennan coastal walk  
 

29 walkers enjoyed a lovely sunny day on the coast between Gardenstown and Pennan. Most walked 

the full route which included a wee bit of mud and a barbed wire fence. However the spectacular 

Hell’s Lum was worth the visit. 4 of us (the Coffee Club) explored Gardenstown then hopped on the 

bus to Pennan. The Pennan Inn is closed for refurb till March so had to rely on our flasks this time. 

Heather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hell’s Lum 

On the beach 

 

Gardenstown 
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The pub stop at the Royal Hotel in Fraserburgh didn’t have any crisps or peanuts, Alison was 

disappointed, but a regular of the pub went out and bought a multi-bag of crisps and deposited them 

on the table. Several others also enjoyed the crisps. Fiona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison likes her crisps!!! 
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Social Events 

Midsummer Meal Ashvale 20th June 2014 

27 members and ex-members enjoyed a lovely meal and blether at the Ashvale. Thanks to Fiona for 

arranging this fifth midsummer meal. Ed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Royal Hotel Social Evening – 10th October 2014. 

We had a super turnout of members for the Club's annual social evening at the Royal Hotel. The food 

was, as usual, to a very high standard and the service was first class. What a great event in your 

Club's social calendar! It was good to see ex-members who had not been out on walks for some time. 

Thanks to Heather for organising this popular event. Graham 
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Video Night – 13th November 2014 

21 members attended the Sportsman’s Club. David Bruno give us an update of the new web site 

before John showed his pictures of his photography trip to Iceland, “Fire and Ice”. We had a 

compilation of the year’s walks from club members photos and a video of an ascent of Liathach from 

Graham. Thanks to Graham for co-ordinating the evening. Ed 

 

Festive Meal – 11th January 2014 

After our walk, Pitfichie Forest to Monymusk, we will have our festive meal at the Inverurie Golf 

Club. 
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Background Information on Hikes 

Wells of Poldhu 5th October 2014 

A little to the south of Logie Coldstone church is a mineral spring called Poldow (meaning 'a dark 

pool'), the waters of which some years ago, were much and successfully used for scorbutic and 

gravelish disorders.  

Legend has it that there were three springs at Poldhu, each possessing specific properties. One was 

for the eyes, one was for rheumatism and the other for 'general bodily health'. Two springs exist 

today but the third spring has not been discovered and its location remains a mystery. Which spring 

treated which condition is not recorded, but from generation to generation, the story of the waters 

drew many to Poldhu in search of relief from ailments of the time. 

The woods of Blelack have been owned 

by many a laird over the centuries, and 

it is possible that when William 

Collman became the Laird of Blelack in 

1869, he was responsible for the 

construction of the Wells of Poldhu. 

With the mineral springs more 

accessible, the reputation of Poldhu 

spread far and wide. A popular local 

attraction, the Wells were abandoned 

in the 1950's when a severe storm 

brought trees down on the site. Lost 

for many years which hid them from 

sight of the casual observer, beneath 

the dense undergrowth of a rhododendron thicket, the Wells were finally restored in 2008 and 

returned to their former appearance. During 2008, they have removed vegetation surrounding the 

Wells, dug drains to take away water that was flowing from the forest floor above it, consolidated 

and refurbished the stonework, unblocked culverts and constructed new entries to the culverts. A 

new path was also laid between the Wells and, a new bridge was built to replace the Victorian one 

that had vanished in around 1912. A word of caution here, as due to the open exposure of both Wells, 

drinking the water is not advised and is done so at personal risk and no responsibility is accepted for 

any resulting ill-effects. A full analysis of the waters was carried out and is available from Scientific 

Analysis Laboratories Ltd., East Kilbride, Scotland.  

This whole project came under 'Adopt-a-Monument' with Archaelogical Scotland, led by Cromar 

History Group and supported by Cromar Community Council. The project was funded by Awards for 

Scotland, the Cairngorm National Park Authority and Scotways with kind permission and co-operation 

of Craigmyle Estate. Graham 
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Approaching the summit trig of Scald Law - 579m (1900ft) 

 

Walking in The Pentland Hills 

The Pentland Hills are a group of rolling hills to the south of Edinburgh. They are unlike the 

Cairngorms in height or the West Coast for narrow ridge walks but provide wonderful walking and 

magnificent views over the city of Edinburgh and the Firth of Forth to the north and the Border 

Uplands to the south. Many walks are within the Pentlands Hills Regional Park and these walks are 

both low level and high level. I have visited this area since 2007 and hiked these hills and valleys 

regularly. Unlike the more visited mountains in Scotland, the Pentlands are more a home to mountain 

bikers, horse riders and joggers as well as walkers. Some of the walks are quite strenuous whilst 

others can be less taxing but all in all - a great place to "get away from the big city life". 

You can start near the Hillend Ski Centre and climb quite steeply to Caerketton Hill and onwards to 

Allermuir Hill and Capelaw Hill with a descent to the Bonaly Reservoir and the Bonaly Country Park. 

Earlier this year, I went with the Aberdeen Ramblers and commenced a wonderful "high level" walk 

from the Threipmuir reservoir, near Bolerno, climbed over West and East Kip, Scald Law, Carnethy 

Hill and Turnhouse Hill with a descent to the Flotterstone Ranger Centre near Penicuik. This was a 

super outing - one which 

I still consider to be a 

great day in the Scottish 

hills. However, if the 

weather forecast is such 

that a low level walk is 

the answer, then the 

Pentland Hills area 

provides ample low level 

walks. The 12 mile path 

along the Water of 

Leith; a section of the 

Union Canal or the forest 

walk from Colinton to 

Slateford with a return 

by Kate's Mill will 

suffice.There is no doubt 

in my mind that a visit to 

the Pentland Hills will 

leave lasting memories 

with you for years to come.  

 Graham  
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Murrayfield Stadium – the ‘kilts’ begin to assemble 

Kiltwalks 

Kiltwalks, sponsored by the Sunday Post, are unique annual events held to raise money for well known 

children’s charities in Scotland.  This year, five Kiltwalks have been, or are being, held in Aberdeen, 

Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow and on Speyside.  Participants are expected to raise a minimum of £100 

and to wear a kilt on the day.  I took part in the Edinburgh walk on 11th May, along with about 2500 

walkers and found it a most uplifting experience. There was a choice of walks; 6 miles, mainly suited 

to families with young children, and 13 & 26 mile options for hardier types.  I opted for the 26 mile 

version which started and finished at the Murrayfield Rugby Stadium.  For the record, I managed to 

finish in 20 minutes short of my target of 10 hours.  

While final figures have not yet been 

released, it is estimated that the Edinburgh 

walk will raise over £500,000 and that all five 

walks combined will raise well over £2 million.  

The main beneficiaries will be the Aberlour 

Children’s Charity, Cash for Kids, Children 1st, 

Children’s Hospice Association Scotland 

(CHAS), CLIC Sargent for Children with 

Cancer and the Sick Kids Friends Foundation.  

In addition, if one walks as a member of a 

team it is possible to allocate a proportion of 

proceeds to a local children’s cause of ones 

choosing.  Anyone fancy forming a group to 

do the Aberdeen Kiltwalk next year? 

I found the Edinburgh Kiltwalk extremely well organised. I 

was expecting that the route would take me through the 

streets of the city but was pleasantly surprised to find that 

much of the route was along disused railway lines and cycle 

tracks, the exception being the long leg from Cramond along 

the coast through Granton and Leith to Portobello.  There 

were welcome ‘pit-stops’ every 5 miles or so, staffed by each 

of the main charities and providing limitless quantities of 

refreshments.  Take it from me, anyone planning to lose 

weight on a Kiltwalk is liable to be sadly disillusioned! Colin. 

The 2015 Aberdeen Kiltwalk is on Sunday 7th June. Please 

contact Colin or Heather if you are interested in next year’s 

event. 

 

www.thekiltwalk.co.uk/events-fundraising/events/29-aberdeen-kiltwalk-2015 

http://www.thekiltwalk.co.uk/events-fundraising/events/29-aberdeen-kiltwalk-2015
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This is a copy of forthcoming walks from 1989 which was found in Peterhead Telephone Exchange 

and passed on to one of our members. 

25 years on and we are still doing variations of the same walks. 
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Jimmy Bremner Memorial Bench 

Members will be aware that the club arranged for the purchase and sitting of a memorial bench to 

the memory of Jimmy Bremner. The bench is now located on the hillside near Craig Leek on the 

Invercauld Estate. A walk was arranged recently so that members could view the bench. Perhaps 

though you are wondering just who was Jimmy Bremner and why is there a bench to honour his 

memory. 

Jimmy was a well-

known and respected 

member of the then 

Aberdeen Telephones 

Hillwalking Club and a 

regular attender on 

day outings and Weeks 

Hike walking holidays. 

He could be described 

as a club “character” of 

which there were quite 

a few back in the era 

of the 70’s and 80’s. A 

bachelor all his life, he 

worked within the NHS 

until his retirement in 

the early 1980’s. A 

keen hillwalker who 

loved the outdoors he 

was a close walking 

companion and friend 

of the late Bill Marr. Jim was a true gentleman, well educated, well-spoken and knowledgeable about 

the hills. He was also a keen car enthusiast, particularly older style sports cars and indeed had owned 

one, before he stopped driving. 

Sadly time caught up on Jimmy and he died in 2004 aged 

88. He did however leave a legacy of £2000 in his will 

to the club with no specific instructions of how the 

money could be used. The committee debated long and 

hard over the use for the legacy and eventually we 

agreed upon a bench sited in a suitable location to 

honour his name. Obtaining a bench, and the necessary 

agreement from a landowner took some considerable 

time but we now have an excellent location overlooking a 

scenic spot by the River Dee and the hills Jimmy so 

loved. 

Many stories could be told about the escapades of 

Jimmy and Bill on day outings but my lasting memory, a disturbing one at that, is of an incident in May 

1986 on a Sunday outing to An Socach.   This was long before the days of GPS, Sat Nav and mobile 

phones.  A bus party of 38 members set off from Aberdeen to walk across the hills from Glen Clunie 

to Inverey via An Socach and Glen Ey.   This is a well known route which the club has done on several 

occasions with variations including a similar walk earlier this year.  
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Group at Jimmy Bremner's bench below Craig Leek 

The weather on the day was good with some showers but windy on the tops. All eventually arrived 

back at the bus for a 5pm departure – except Jimmy. After checking with members and waiting 

additional time, there was still no sign of Jimmy and by now the evening was beautiful with late 

pleasant sunshine. A brief search was made up Glen Ey, but still no sign of Jimmy. As the member in 

charge of the outing I made the final decision to contact the Police at Braemar who in turn called out 

the Mountain Rescue Team and arranged a search of his last known location when he had been seen 

around 11.30am on the Baddoch side of Glen Clunie. The matter was now taken out of our hands and 

the Police advised that the bus should return to Aberdeen with the members. 

Another committee member and myself stayed behind at the Mountain Rescue premises in Braemar 

and waited while the rescue team made several searches of the area, By this time the weather had 

turned nasty with heavy rain and strong winds, and the rescue helicopter could not operate. We 

waited until around 1am when the Police advised us that they were calling off the search until first 

light and we were told to go home. Fortunately Rosemary returned to Braemar with our car which 

enabled us to head home but with heavy hearts as the prospects of finding Jimmy alive were slim.   

The next day I endured an agonising wait and of course by this time press reports indicated a 

growing concern for the 70 year old pensioner’s safety. The police were also concerned that he was 

not properly equipped to spend a night on the hills. I was in close contact with the Police at Braemar 

but it was not until around 12 noon that I received a phone call to say that Jimmy had been found 

safe and well on the top of An Socach. This was such a relief to us all.  

Later press reports confirmed that he had laughed and joked with the rescurers after surviving 24 

hours alone on the gale-lashed Cairngorms. In fact he said to me later that he had enjoyed the short 

helicopter trip, the rescue team confirmed that he had been well equipped for his night on the hill 

and he had returned to the summit to make sure the helicopter would see him. Such was the 

character of the man. 

I hope that the memorial bench will be regarded as a fitting tribute to Jimmy Bremner, long time 

loyal member of this club. Frank 
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Thanks to Andrea for the following advice 
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Lascaris War Rooms Malta 

Alan and I visited these rooms on our holiday to Malta and found it very interesting. There is a 

website you can visit www.lascariswarrooms.com Fiona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lascariswarrooms.com/


28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors’ Notes  

Hi Folks, hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter, it maybe the last in this 

format. With the new web site soon to go live, reports, information etc will be 

continually uploaded to keep members up-to-date. 

Thanks to all who contributed items and photos for this newsletter.  

Alan and Fiona. 

 


