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AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2011   
CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

We are approaching that time of year when the light 
fades, summer drifts into autumn and daylight hours 
shorten.   Weather-wise, this summer was certainly 
varied and despite perhaps seeming the wettest on 
record, we did enjoy some sunny outings.   

It was pleasing to see so many new walkers this year, 
some of whom have already become Members.   As 
most newcomers found us through the Internet, we 
thank Heather, our secretary, and Martin Burns for 
developing the web site and keeping it up to date.   

We still have a few interesting hikes to look forward 
to before the end of the year, but our thoughts also 
turn to planning the 2012-13 program, and we ask you 
to  suggest  walks  for  next  year.    We  include  a 
schedule with this newsletter for you to submit ideas 
whether new or tried and tested.   

Winter gives  us  opportunities  to  meet socially,  and 
our  winter  program  of  events  is  included  in  this 
newsletter.   We encourage you to support your Club 
by attending these events.   Frank

DISCOUNTS   
The time has never been better to consider replacing 
or renewing your hillwalking equipment.   There are 
currently  many  sales  and  special  offers  round  the 
hillwalking  shops.    Discounts  are  available  at  the 
following  on  production  of  your  2011  Membership 
card.   
Blacks, George Street .................................................. 10%
Cotswold, Union Square ................................................ 10%
Craigdon Sports, 5 St Andrew Street ..................... 10%
Millets, Union Street .................................................... 10%
Nevisport, 186 George Street ..... 10% (selected lines)
Hilltrek, Aboyne ............................................................. 10%
Graham Tiso, John St/Loch St ....................... up to 25%

on Tiso club nights only

Wednesday 9 November 2011
Tiso  club discount  evening  6pm—8:30pm,  corner  of 
John St & Loch St. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 7 October 2011   
Informal  meal  at  7:30pm in  the  Royal  Hotel,  Bath 
Street.   

Thursday 3 November 2011
Members’  photo  and  video  show  at  7:30pm  in  the 
Sportsman’s  Club,  11  Queen’s  Road.    Please  give 
details of presentations to Graham Sangster, event 
co-ordinator.   

Wednesday 8 February 2012
AGM at 7:30pm in the Sportsman’s Club, 11 Queen’s 
Road,  an  opportunity  to  have  your  say  in  the 
organization and running of your club.   

Sunday 4 March 2012
First Walk of the New Program.   

North East Mountain Trust Illustrated Talks
Belmont Club, 218 Hardgate, at 7:30 pm.   
Tickets at the door 
£4.00 (NEMT members & concessions £2.00)

www.nemt.org.uk

Wednesday 26 October Neil Morrison on
Added Dimension to Rock Climbing of Island Hopping

Wednesday 23 November
Aberdeen Mountain Rescue on Wilderness Medicine

Wednesday 14 December Alan Owen on
 Wind Turbines: Good, Bad or Just Plain Ugly?

Wednesday 18 January 2012
Drennan Watson on Travels in the Mountains

Wednesday 15 February Peter Holden on
Developments on the NTS Marr Lodge Estate

Wednesday 14 March Guy Robertson on
Mixed Emotions—the Art of Modern Winter Climbing
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EDITOR'S CHAT
We hope all enjoy this Newsletter, and if you’ve any 
interesting  articles  or  stories  with  a  hillwalking 
theme, please send details to Editor Kris Howard or 
Secretary Heather Eddie for the next issue.   We 
thank all contributors to this edition.   Photoes were 
supplied by Graham, Frank, Janet, Hamish and Kris, or 
borrowed off the Internet.   

For brevity, we reserve the right to edit submitted 
texts, but make every effort to retain the author’s 
meaning.   

Weather Forecasts
Met Office (Tayside) ............................... 09068 505323
Mountain Call East .................................... 09068 505324
Mountain Call West .................................. 09068 505325
Mountain Call Caithness/Sutherland .. . 09068 505326
AA Roadwatch ............................................ 09003 444900
BBC1 ................................................................. about 6:58pm
Radio Scotland ....................................... Mon – Fri 7:04pm

 Sat 7:04am, 10:04pm
 Sun 7:04am, 8:04pm

Mountain Weather Information Service
www.mwis.org.uk/areas.php

Scottish Avalanche Information Service  
 www.sais.gov.uk

Midges ....................................... www.midgeforecast.co.uk

Finally, if you have a good source, let us know.   
krisbhoward@gmail.com Ed.

REPORTERS’ NOTES
3 April 2011: Newtyle—Collace Quarry

Above Newtyle Quarry
A turnout of 33 for this walk on a dry sunny day left 
Aberdeen just after 8am, reaching the start point at 
9:40am.   A few stayed on the bus to start at Pitcur 
missing  out  an  interesting  walk  along  the  top  of 
Lundie  Crags,  while  one  opted  for  a  circular  route 
from Collace Quarry.   

Lundie Crags & Ledcrieff Loch
After  lunch  overlooking  Laird's  Loch,  we continued 
past Northballo Hill, Round Law and over King's Seat 
and  Dunsinnan  Hill  before  descending  to  the  bus 
opposite  the  quarry  for  a  well  earned  cup  of  tea 
before the trip home.   Hamish

Descending from Lundie Crags
The Club last walked the Sidlaws eleven years ago. 
This walk was submitted by Margaret Leslie on her 
2010  Suggestion  Sheet,  and  included  in  AHWC’s 
program for 2011.   

Lunch at Laird's Loch
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A  dry  day  with  only  a  brisk  southwest  wind  was 
forecast,  and  we  anticipated  a  good  outing.    We 
stopped at Forfar, but squalid toilets dissuaded both 
males and females!   

Coffee at King's Seat Summit
Gordon,  our  driver,  soon  got  us  to  the  Glack  of 
Newtyle start point.   A pleasant path along the edge 
of Newtyle Quarry led to Newtyle Hill and Keillor Hill 
with  great  views  east  over  Long  Loch.    A  narrow 
track led along the spectacular crest of Lundie Crags 
overlooking Ledcrieff Loch.    After a  short forest 
section,  we  lunched  on  the  west  shore  of  Laird's 
Loch,  watching  three  buzzards  soaring  overhead  in 
glorious sunshine.   

Heather & Martin at Pitcur
We climbed Round Law, followed by a leg-shattering, 
heather-bashing  ascent  to  King's  Seat  summit,  the 
highest point on our walk.   Enjoying a well deserved 
breather,  we had wonderful  views south to  Dundee 
and the Firth of Tay, and north to the Angus Glens. 
We climbed Black Hill, and ascended steep Dunsinnan 
Hill  before  descending  to  Collace  Quarry,  where 
Gordon waited with the kettles boiling for welcome 
cuppas at the bus.   

We  were  all  back  on  time  and  took  a  short 
refreshment stop at Coupar Angus before returning 

home well ahead of schedule.   This was a wonderful 
11-mile  outing  on  hills  infrequently  visited  by 
Aberdeen clubs.   Graham

Gask Hill Hillfort
Heather, Martin and I started at Pitcur Farm which 
has  a  castle  ruin  among  the steadings.    We came 
across  two  March  hares  boxing  (a  bit  late  in  the 
season).   This behaviour is said to be a female not 
ready  to  mate  fighting  off  an  importunate  male. 
Interestingly, Gask Hill has a hill-fort not marked on 
the map.    Kris

17 April: Mt Battock and Clachnaben

Elevenses below Mount Battock
It was a beautiful warm sunny day for a spring walk. 
There were 35 Members and Frank & Rosemary’s two 
grandchildren.   We alighted at Milden Lodge, where 
our driver reversed into a parked car—a great start 
to  the  walk!    Good  paths  over  Mt  Battock  and 
Clachnaben led us to the bus at Miller's Bog.   Some 
folk went round on the bus for a shorter walk.   They 
had  plenty  time  and  enjoyed  a  bit  of  sunbathing. 
Once again, with me in charge, we missed another pub 
stop due to one Member being very late back.   Alan

Alan  &  Fiona  submitted  this  walk  on  their  2010 
Suggestion Sheet, and this route was included in the 
2011  program.    A  dry  sunny  day  with  only  a  light 
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southeast  wind  was  forecast,  so  we  anticipated  a 
pleasant  outing.    After  a  short  comfort  stop  at 
Edzell, our driver got us to our starting point, Milden 
Lodge in Glen Esk.   Ten stayed on the bus to travel 
to our pick-up point near Glen Dye Lodge for shorter 
circular walks in the Clachnaben area.   

Mt Battock Summit
With the sun blazing down, we slapped sun cream on 
before leaving the bus.   We began our walk north 
along  the  Burn  of  Turret,  and  stopped  briefly  for 
elevenses before the final steep pull up Mt Battock. 
Numerous grouse were disturbed from the heather 
as we climbed to the summit.   

Clachnaben Summit
At the  trig  point,  the  scenery  was  fantastic  in  all 
directions—west  to  Lochnagar’s  corrie,  still  with  a 
fair amount of snow, northwest to the snowy corries 
of  Beinn  a'  Bhuird  and the  tors  on  Ben Avon,  and 
north  to  Ben  Rinnes,  Tap  o  Noth  and  Bennachie's 
Mither Tap.   The air was so clear—what a day to be 
out on the hills!   

The down side of this walk was the 3.5-mile traverse 
on a bulldozed track from below Mt Battock.   The 
mess of bulldozed tracks over this peat-hag area was 
like  no-man’s  land  between  WWI  trenches.    The 
estate has given little thought to the environment, in 

favour of Landrover access for the grouse- and deer-
shooting fraternity.   

Descending to Millers Bog
Once  we  reached  Hill  of  Edendocher,  the  scenery 
reverted to  natural  beauty.    Clachnaben  was  alive 
with dozens of walkers and families out for the day, 
enjoying warm sunshine and surrounding views.   After 
lazing in the heather for a while, we descended the 
recently refurbished path to Miller’s Bog, talking to 
walkers climbing to the summit.   We had lovely views 
as we made our way down through the forest edge to 
Miller’s Bog.   

The Last Lap
The sun still blazed as we climbed the final path past 
Glen Dye Lodge to our  bus at the car  park on  the 
B974 Cairn o’ Mount road.   We soon got the kettles 
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boiling for a welcome cuppa after a 12.5-mile traverse 
from  Glen  Esk  to  Glen  Dye.    All  Members  and 
newcomers  were  in  high  spirits  after  such  a  good 
outing, but we forfeited our popular pub stop due to 
the extremely late arrival of one walker, causing us to 
arrive home a trifle late.   Graham

Butt
When the dirt road up to Mt Battock was remade a 
couple of years ago, the track was the colour of the 
newly turned subsoil, a surprisingly bright orange, but 
fortunately it is now dulling down nicely.   The final 
stretch up to the summit ran alongside a chain of a 
dozen  new  circular  stone-wall  butts  capped  with 
heather, and floored with gravel.   

Shooters' Hut Exterior
On  the  ridge  east  of  Mt  Battock  a  brand-new 
shooters'  hut  has  been  erected,  quite  a  palatial 
affair, all in white wood.   It stands on timber piles 
like  New  Zealand  houses,  raising  a  query  as  to 
whether  somebody  knows  something  about  local 
seismic stability of which the rest of us are ignorant. 
It faces north, and maps are pinned to internal walls, 
marked up to show beaters' sweeps.

An otherwise ideal  outing  was  spoilt  by  some loser 
finishing  nearly  two  hours  late.    Worse  still,  folk 
waited in the bus when they might have been at the 

Feughside Inn, or for that matter, there would have 
been time to bus them home and still pick up the late-
comer.   

Shooters' Hut Interior
The communication problem was not with the walker 
who had good mobile  reception  on  the plateau,  but 
with the bus in the quarry car-park in Glen Dye, with 
no  mobile  reception.    Afterwards,  there  was  an 
inconclusive  Committee  discussion  on  communication 
problems that occur occasionally, and if any Member 
has any bright idea, we would like to hear it! Kris

Estate Map

28 April: Claik Night
Once  again  we  had  a  super  turnout  for  this  very 
popular social event, this year held in the Sportsman’s 
Club at 11 Queen’s Road.   Attendance was 37, and it 
was  good to  see Marjory  McLeod,  Alec  Joiner  and 
Doreen Hird, who had not been on outings for a while. 

Frank welcomed all and introduced David Bruno who 
gave a presentation (at times quite hilarious) of St 
Cuthbert's  Way,  a  62-mile  walk  from  Melrose  to 
Lindisfarne  that  he  and  five  other  Members 
completed in summer, 2010.    David told us he had 
falsified  his  PowerPoint  presentation,  and  Andrea 
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Grant won the bottle of wine prize for spotting the 
most fibs.   

Pauline, Margaret & Hamish at the Quiz
After stovies and macaroni-cheese, most folk tackled 
Graham’s quiz, won by Alistair Condie.   

Gilbert, Alistair & Moira Tackle the Quiz
Bill Grant won Vi Walker’s lucky ticket-number draw. 

Graham Presents Alistair with his Prize
Overall,  it  was  another  terrific  social  evening  with 
plenty of good claik.   We thank Gilbert for booking 
the venue, Martin Burns for setting up the projector 
and  screen  for  David’s  presentation,  Graham  for 
putting the quiz together and Heather for printing 

tickets  and organizing  the  event.    Sadly,  a  family 
bereavement prevented Heather attending.   Graham

1 May: Auldich to Tomintoul

Lunchtime at Glenlivet
We did part of this walk in October 2007, when the 
route was north from Tomintoul to Glenlivet.   

Speyside Way Map at Blairfindy Moor
Margaret  Leslie  suggested  today's  walk  and  your 
Committee included it in our 2011 program.   

Summit of Carn Damff
A warm dry sunny day with only a light south wind was 
forecast, so we looked forward to our outing.   Ela 
Król had not booked her place on the bus, but Gilbert 
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volunteered to sit in the courier seat up front with 
the  driver,  and  we  left  Duthie  Park  with  a  full 
complement.   

Ian, Richard, Ann & David
After picking up Tork, John Stewart and the Grants 
at  Inverurie,  and  Margaret  Leslie  at  Huntly,  and 
after a short comfort stop at Dufftown, Szczepan, 
our  driver,  dropped us  off on  the B9008 near the 
unclassified road to Auldich just before 10:30am.   

Bill & Alan Enjoying Refreshments
Five stayed on the bus to Glenlivet for a shorter walk 
to Tomintoul.   

Glenlivet Village Hall

With  no  cloud  in  the  sky,  we  started  on  the 
signposted Speyside Way over Cairnacay.   Scenery 
was fantastic with tremendous views in all directions. 

Gilbert & Hamish Cross the Livet
Cairngorm,  Ben  Avon  and  Beinn  a’  Bhuird  still  had 
snow in their corries, and northeast, Ben Rinnes stood 
out clearly.   

Glenlivet Distillery
After  lunch  at  Glenlivet  Village  Hall  (where  clean 
toilets  were  appreciated)  we  crossed  the  Livet 
footbridge.    Most  walkers  splashed  on  sun-cream 
(especially Linda Henderson).   

[We  walked  through  the  grounds  of  Glenlivet 
Distillery,  past  Josie's  Well  (formerly  a  distillery 
water source), past a disused wooden aqueduct, past a 
monument  marking  the  site  of  the  first  (legal) 
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Glenlivet  Distillery  (1824),  along  the  Robbie 
McPherson Smugglers' Trail (a hollow way, uncommon 
in our parts) and out onto Blairfindy Moor.   Ed.]

Glenlivet Distillery
On the way to Càrn Daimh (659m) with its orientation 
table (the highest point on our route), we met pupils 
from Meldrum Academy doing part of their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s  silver  award.    I  did  not  envy  them 
carrying large rucksacks in today’s heat.   

Smugglers' Trail
[In  the  absence  of  the  miserable  weather  and 
miserable  expressions  typical  of  a  Duke  of 
Edinburgh's  expedition,  this  cheerful  gaggle  of 
teenage girls in shorts and T-shirts were not easily 
recognized as a DoE weekend hike—but this was only 
a trial run, of course!   Ed.]

A pleasant descent over short heather moorland led 
down a long board-walk to a good path over numerous 
styles  and  gates.    After  crossing  the  Conglass,  a 
short walk led us into Tomintoul,  with the sun still 
blazing down.   Some headed to the ice-cream shop, 
while  others  took  to  the  Glen  Avon’s  beer  garden. 
We left  Tomintoul  promptly  but  were home just  a 
little late.   What a superb outing!   Graham

Duke of Edinburgh's Award Expedition

15 May 2011: Dalvanie to Spittal o Glenshee

Ascending Monamenach
A good turn-out started from Glen Isla along lonely 
Glen  Beannie  to  join  the Cateran Trail  en  route  to 
Spittal of Glenshee.   

Tork & John Ascending Craigenloch Hill
We began half an hour late after our driver took an 
A-roads detour via Blairgowrie rather than the direct 
B951 from Kirriemuir to Little Forter.   

Some  continued  on  the  low-level  route  past  Loch 
Beannie to the Cateran Trail for Spittal of Glenshee, 
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while  most  of  us  chose  the  high-level  route  over 
Craigenloch  and  Monamenach  before  descending  to 
the Cateran Trail.   

Lonely Loch Beannie
Low  cloud  and  misty  rain  impeded  the  high-level 
walkers,  and  Cateran  Trail  signposting  round  farm 
buildings  was  inadequate,  but  overall  it  was  a  good 
day.   Frank

Burial Mound?
[Near Loch Beannie, we passed a memorial to Heather 
Hepburn Halhead, beloved wife and mother, who died 
in 2001 aged 45.   Towards Spittal o Glenshee, while 
passing through the farm appropriately named Tomb, 
I had another look at an apparently artificial mound 
topped with four small standing stones.   In our part 
of the country, ancient cairns are extremely common, 
but I do not know of another burial mound (if that is 
what  it  is),  and  have  been  unable  to  find  any 
information on this site.   Ed.]

21-28 May: Week’s Hike
A flourish of late bookings increased participation to 
fourteen  this  year.    Our  destination  was  Ratagan 
Youth Hostel in Kintail, an area rich in Munroes and 
Corbetts.    The  program  of  walks  and  climbs  was 
revised daily as heavy rain and strong winds battered 
the country.   

The worst Week’s Hike weather for at least fifteen 
years  did  not  altogether  prevent  parties  venturing 
into the hills, and rest day trips were made to Skye 
via iconic Eilean Donan Castle.   

Near Glenelg
The group split into smaller parties to tackle various 
low-level  and  high-level  walks.    Memorable  among 
these was the Sunday coastal walk from Glenelg past 
the  Kylerhea  ferry,  to  Ardintoul  Point,  returning 
overland to Glenelg for a visit to the brochs in Gleann 
Beag, the best preserved on the mainland.   

Kylerhea Ferry
On one of the “better” (less windy) days, we climbed 
the  Munro  of  A'  Glass-blowing  from  Dorusduain, 
returning  via  Bealach  an  Sgàirne.    Alec  Barbour 
decided  that  Ben  Attow  was  also  possible  and 
succeeded in climbing this second Munro of the day! 
A few hardy souls undertook the Five Sisters ridge 
walk.   A walk to the Falls of Glomach via Bealach an 
Sròine  was  rewarded  with  a  more  than  usually 
spectacular torrent hurtling over the 300ft drop.   

On the final walking day, I traversed the Corbett of 
Am  Bàthach  before  climbing  Ciste  Dhubh  and 
returning  to  the  Cluanie  Inn  for  a  welcome 
refreshment and to meet up with the low level group 
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who had walked the old road south of Loch Cluanie 
skirting the end of the South Glen Shiel hills.   

Kylerhea Ferry Unloading
Another group traversed the three Munroes of Càrn 
Ghluasaid, Sgurr nan Conbhairean and Sàil Chaorainn. 

Eilean Donan Castle
Our traditional meal out on the last evening was spent 
in  good  company  at  the  Kintail  Lodge  Hotel  where 
tales  of  week’s  hikes  past  and  present  were 
recounted over pints and nips.   I hope all attenders 
enjoyed the walking and good-natured fun of hostel 
life despite the weather.   Frank

[The  weather  at  home  was  perhaps  even  windier. 
Trees were blown down in the city, whereas we did 
not see any on the west coast.   

The Sunday walk to Ardintoul was memorable indeed! 
We paused to watch the Kylerhea ferry.   It docks 
side-to-side  with  the  jetty,  and  then  the  whole 
vehicle  deck  rotates  about  thirty  degrees  for  the 
cars to drive off.   Toward Ardintoul, we had to cross 
a broad, very muddy pool, which some smart a**e had 
seen fit to supply with three slices of tree trunk as 
stepping stones.   

Those  familiar  with  decking  will  know  how  skitey  
wooden surfaces can become, and inevitably, I found 

myself feet in the air and soaked through to the skin 
with muddy water.   

Bealach an Sgairne
On  the  Tuesday,  I  drove  to  Totaig,  the  road-end 
beyond the Youth Hostel.   

Bridge on Cluanie-Loch Loyne Road
The private road beyond to Ardentoul looked to be an 
attractive through walk.    Directly opposite Totaig, 
Eilean Donan shows a different aspect.   

Rosemary, Vi, Roseleen & Grace
Immediately above Totaig turning circle is a heronry, 
giving  an  unusual  view  of  these  large  birds.    The 
chicks  kicked  up  quite  a  racket  whenever  an  adult 
returned with food.   
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After  my  involuntary  mud-bath,  it  was  Wednesday 
before I could face my hill-gear again.   There are 
still traces of mud on my Goretex!   

Cluanie Inn
Also,  the  merino  &  possum  hiking  socks,  specially 
brought from New Zealand earlier in the year by my 
brother disappeared from the drying room.   

Lidl Poster
In  nearly  three  decades  of  hostelling,  this  is  the 
first time I have had anything stolen from a drying 
room.   

Ciste Dubh
The old road south of Loch Cluanie skirting the end of 
the South Glen Shiel hills used to cross Glen Loyne 

and continue all  the way to Tomdoun in Glen Garry 
before the Hydro Board flooded Glen Loyne.   

Meal at Kintail Lodge Hotel
The Cluanie Inn is unusual in that its rear aspect is 
more  attractive  than  its  front.    Lidl  has  used  a 
poster of this view to boost its Scottish credentials. 
I wonder if the Cluanie has benefited from this free 
publicity?   

Meal at Kintail Lodge Hotel
Earlier in the year, there were wild fires in various 
places, including the slopes of the Five Sisters in the 
Shiel  Bridge  area.    I  have  not  found  Internet 
pictures of this fire, but there is a dramatic series 
for another fire on Liathach above Torridon village, 
taken by  a  mountaineer  coming  off  the hill  in  this 
area!   Kris]

29 May: Invermark Circular
Today, 28 came out to enjoy routes at the head of 
Glen Esk, a popular Angus Glen.   Early showers with a 
strong south-westerly but improving as the day wore 
on were forecast.   After a comfort stop at Edzell, 
Szczepan,  our  driver,  dropped us off at Invermark 
just before 10am.   

All three route-sheet walks were taken up.   Hamish, 
Janet, Linda and Ela opted for Mt Keen, and Frank, 
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Rosemary  and  Margaret  Leslie  did  walks  to  Glen 
Effock and Tarfside,  but most of us  went for  the 
Falls of Unich and Damff.   

Falls of Unich
It was a day of mixed sunshine and blustery showers 
but the scenery was magnificent, especially the Falls, 
and the views of Loch Lee from our descent of the 
Shank of Inchgrundle.   Those on Mt Keen had a very 
blustery but enjoyable day.   

Invermark Castle
All returned to the bus on time for welcome cuppas, 
and  we  departed  for  a  short  refreshment  stop  in 
Edzell's  Panmure Hotel.    We arrived home half an 
hour early after our 16km (10 mile) outing.   We thank 
Alistair Condie for proposing this venue on his 2010 
Suggestions Sheet.   Graham

Alistair Condie at Falls of Damff

12 June: Drumochter Hills

Loch Ericht view from Geal Charn
Only 21 were on the bus, probably due to the 7am 
start and three-hour journey to Drumochter.   After 
a short comfort stop in Pitlochry, we began walking 
just after 10am.   

A  group  alighted  near  Dalnaspidal  to  do  the  four 
West-Drumochter Munroes clockwise.   Alec Barbour, 
Linda and Ela also climbed the Sow of Atholl Corbett 
before  the four Munroes—no mean feat!   The rest 
started at Balsporran Cottages, six of us heading for 
the anticlockwise route over the same four Munroes, 
and  the  others  went  for  two  East-Drumochter 
Munroes.   
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It was a clear windless day with very little sunshine. 
From  Geal  Chàrn,  we  had  great  views  along  Loch 
Ericht to the Ben Alder range.   

At Geal Charn Summit
East, we saw Lochnagar, and west, Ben Nevis, so clear 
was the air. Near the end of the expedition, we had a 
short,  light  shower  on  Sgàirneach  Mhór  before 
descending  its  shoulder to  Coire  Dhomhain  and our 
return along  the new A9 cycle  trail  to  our  pick-up 
point.   

Fiona, Alan, Willie & Tork—Beinn Udlamain Summit 
Those  climbing  the  East-Drumochter  Munroes  also 
had  a  super  successful  day  with  good  views  in  all 
directions.    Overall,  it  was  a  terrific  outing  with 
glorious views, a day to be savoured!   Refreshments 
and  chip  suppers  were  taken  at  Pitlochry  on  our 
return journey.   Peter, our driver, got us home half 
an hour  early.    Those not present missed a  great 
outing!   Graham

17 June: Friday Evening at Ashvale Restaurant
We had an excellent turnout of about thirty for an 
informal  meal  at  the  Ashvale  Restaurant  on  Great 
Western Road, and to claik and blether on recent and 
past  experiences  with  the  Club.    The  restaurant 
management did us proud—the food and service were 
excellent, and the refreshments even better!   It was 

good  to  see  many  who  had  not  been  on  our  walks 
recently.    This  summer  social  evening  was  as 
successful as last year's and will probably be added 
to our calendar.   

After-Dinner Drinks at Ashvale Restaurant
We thank Fiona for organizing a very popular event.   

Graham

Fiona—Twa Drinks are Better Than Ane

26 June 2011: Airlie Tower to Clova Hotel

We left a misty Aberdeen on time with 27, and as it 
was my first time in charge I was lucky that Gordon 
was our driver.   Colin Chapman suggested a comfort 
stop  at  Stracathro  to  eliminate  the  Kirriemuir 
detour.   There were three different walks, a party 
of twelve doing the planned walk, a party of eleven 
starting near the Minister’s path for a shorter walk, 
and Alec, Ray, Ela & Linda doing Driesh.   

From the start, it was rainy & misty with no views. 
[The weather was  Driesh & Mayar!]   Fair scunnert, 
the first party descended at the Minister’s path as 
the weather  had not improved much.    We arrived 
early, but not as early as the second party who were 
in the hotel playing cards.   
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Kris had an even shorter walk, from the bus to the 
hotel for lunch!   [I took a sneak peek at the private 
dining  room.    Impressively,  there  were  two  large 
Kandinski prints—Ed.]   

Alison, Peter, Bill, Andrea—Clova Hotel
The Driesh party got back at 4pm for a drink before 
we set off at  4.30pm,  and Gordon got us  home an 
hour early.   Thank you Gordon, Colin & Alan for all 
your help.   Fiona

Jim, Margaret,Hamish, Joe—Clova Hotel

10 July 2011: Cairngorm Circular
Despite a 7am start and three hour journey, we still 
had 27 on the bus.   All three route-sheet walks were 
taken up.   Seven completed the low-level walk around 
Lochs an Eilean and Morlich, nine went for Braeriach, 
eight trekked over the plateau to the Shelterstone, 
two  headed  for  Cairngorm,  and  non-walker  Wendy 
painted a lovely picture beside Utsi’s Bridge over the 
Allt Creag an Leth-Choin.   

I set off for the Shelterstone near Loch Avon.   We 
climbed steeply to the Fiacaill a’ Choire Chais summit 
cairn  (1141m)  and  crossed  the  Cairngorm-Macdui 
plateau to Lochan Buidhe.   We headed for the Féith 
Buidhe  waterfall  plunging  over  cliffs  into  the  Loch 
Avon trench.   We lunched at the falls, with terrific 

views  down  the  length  of  Loch  Avon,  arguably  the 
best view in the Cairngorms.   

Top of Feith Buidhe Waterfall
We  descended  over  rock  slabs,  quite  slippery  in 
places, and crossed the Féith Buidhe torrent.   At the 
foot  of  the  slope,  Frank  and  Gilbert  forded  the 
raging  Avon,  while  the  rest  of  us  opted  for 
photography from a safe distance.   

Loch Avon from Rock Slab Descent
A serious  slog  up  the  badly  eroded  path  of  Coire 
Domhain led us over the Cairngorm plateau.   A heavy 
shower during our descent was brief, and by the time 
we reached the new track  along  the Allt  Creag  an 
Leth-Choin,  Utsi’s  Bridge  and  our  bus  at  the 
Sugarbowl, we had been on the hills for just short of 
8 hours and 10.5 miles, with very tired legs, but what 
a day!   A visit to the Shelterstone is always a day in 
the hills to savour!   

Back on the bus, we all  talked about our respective 
successful  days  over  welcome  cuppas.    We  left 
almost  an  hour  early  for  refreshments  and  chip 
suppers at Dufftown, and were home well  ahead of 
schedule.   Graham

[The low-level party alighted at Inverdruie, and made 
a small detour to include the Lilly Loch (Lochan Mór) 
before Loch an Eilein.   I visited the memorial on the 
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north side of Loch Morlich.    A plaque stated  The 
Queen's Forest Commemorating the Silver Jubilee of  
King George V 1935, which didn't quite explain why it 
was the  Queen's  Forest—but then you didn't argue 
with Queen Mary!   A plaque on the other side of the 
memorial said that the Scots pines round about were 
planted to commemorate the wedding of Charles and 
Diana.   

Tork & John—Shelterstone in Background
We had afternoonses in the camp-site café watching 
red  squirrels  taking  their  afternoonses  in  feeders. 
Most of them sat side-on so as to keep a weather eye 
open for trouble, except for one that happily posed 
displaying its best asset.   

Tork—Coire Domhain

We took the service bus to the Sugarbowl, which was 
just as well,  as  the cloudburst took place while we 
were in the bus.   Ed.]

Squirrel Leaving Feeder

24 July: Moulin to Pitlochry

Rosemary & Grace
We had 26 walkers, and the weather was fine.   Most 
folk went up Ben Vrackie or to the lochan or took the 
lower path to pass below the lochan.   

Ben Vrackie—the Final Slog
Vi & Rosie toured Edradour Distillery before walking 
to the bus in Pitlochry.   Ela Król and her mother took 
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the path below the lochan as did Grace, Rosemary & 
myself.   

Lunch—Ben Vrackie Summit
It was hot and most folk stopped for an ice-cream or 
cool drink at the NTS Pass of Killiecrankie centre.   

Beinn a' Ghlo
With a power cut at the time, I wondered how they 
kept the ice-cream cool.   

Loch a' Choire
Bungee  jumpers  were  throwing  themselves  off  a 
platform slung below a bridge over the gorge.   Some 
folk got the service bus back to Pitlochry (bus passes 
may have been used).   A good day was had by all.   

Gilbert

[As the first proper hill  up the A9, Ben Vrackie is 
very popular, and was quite busy on our visit, including 
one large party who claimed not to be club.   From the 
summit  we  could  see  the  Fife  hills  southeast,  Ben 
More & Stob Binnein  down Loch  Tay,  and the  hills 
beyond Rannoch Moor.   Ed.]

7 August: Linn o Dee circular

Clais Fhearnaig
Thirty were on today’s hike, but with rain and poor 
visibility forecast, Alan & Fiona alighted at Braemar 
for  a  wander  through  the  woods  and  Mar  Lodge 
grounds to the Linn.   Only five hardy souls headed 
for Ben Macdui, the rest opting for a walk through 
Clais Fhearnaig and Glen Quoich or over the shoulder 
of Creag Bhalg.   Some hill paths had streams running 
down  them,  while  tree-felling  had  churned  up  the 
Glen Quoich path.   

Quoich in Spate at the Punch Bowl
We were all  back by 6pm, and midges forced early 
packing of the kettles, allowing an extended  forty-
minute stop at Ballater enjoyed by all.   Hamish

Even with regulars missing due to holidays or other 
commitments, 28 turned out today.   We welcomed 
Carlos Costa from Seville, who saw our outing on the 
website.   Rain all day with very little wind (perfect 
midge weather) was forecast.   We alighted at Linn o 
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Dee car-park into clouds of the little blighters.   Four 
walks were on our route sheet.   Six went for Càrn a’ 
Mhàim, one for Beinn Mheadhoin and the rest decided 
on  low-level  routes  because  of  the  forecast.    It 
rained lightly most of the time, but turned out better 
than expected.   

Bridge over Linn of Quoich
I went for a lowish walk taking in the old track along 
the west side of the Lui.   It was in furious spate, 
giving great pictures of boiling waterfalls and rapids. 
We walked through Clais Fhearnaig ravine and down 
Glen Quoich to Linn o Quoich, also in fearful spate. 
We got great photographs at the Punch Bowl before 
returning overland to Black Bridge and a walk back 
along the Lui to the bus.   

Tracy, John, Willie, Alan on way to Black Bridge
Hamish got the kettles boiling for tea & coffee, but 
few braved the midges for long.   We were all back by 
5:30pm  with  stories  of  reasonable  conditions  and 
visibility  during  various  walks.    We  left  for 
refreshments at Ballater and Mike our driver got us 
home almost two hours early.   It was an enjoyable 
13-mile  outing,  much  better  than  the  7am  radio 
forecast.   Graham

[I  was  in  no  hurry  to  dash  out  into  the  rain,  but 
eventually  it  slackened off,  and I  donned a midge-

hood and set off for the Linn.   It was on good form 
and I took some photoes.   

Linn o Dee
My camera also takes video clips, which while limited 
in some ways, do capture the movement and noise of 
the Linn.   When I looked at my clips on the computer 
later, the first was fine, but on the rest, I could see 
the little blighters flying about in front of the lens!   

Ed.]

Linn o Dee

21 August: Keiloch Circular

Setting out from Keiloch
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Twenty-two set out with a choice of various walks. 
About half headed for the Munroes Beinn a’ Bhuird or 
Ben Avon, with some tackling both.   Others climbed 
Càrn  Liath,  walked  a  circular  route  through  Glen 
Feardar or explored Gleann an t-Slugain.   

Rainbow from Càrn Liath
The weather was overcast but mostly fine with some 
brief  showers,  restricting  views  from the  top,  but 
giving fine rainbows.   

Lizard
Wildlife sighted included a first for me of a Scottish 
lizard.   [I've seen them often enough, but getting a 
photo is a different matter!—Ed.]

New howff above Fairy Glen

Lunch below Clach a' Cleirich
We  all  returned  in  good  time,  an  especially  good 
effort from the Munro baggers, who completed over 
twenty miles.   

Heading for the Sneck
Weather  at  the  end  of  the  day  was  pleasant,  but 
midges detracted from enjoyment of tea.   The coach 
left  slightly  early,  and  a  pub  stop  in  Aboyne  was 
enjoyed before returning home.   Janet

Tork and Gilbert at Coire nan Clach
After a number of call-offs, only 22 were on the bus 
today, so it was maximum bus fare.   Szczepan, our 
driver, got us to Keiloch for a 10am start.   A clear 
breezy day,  with  just  the chance of  a  shower  was 
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forecast.    Our group took up all  four  route-sheet 
walks.   

Descent from Beinn a Bhuird South Top
Most  went  for  Ben  Avon  or  Beinn  a’  Bhuird,  but 
others chose Càrn Liath or Culardoch.   

Scotch Argus
I intended doing Beinn a’ Bhuird from the Sneck, but 
first I wanted to find the new howff en route, said to 
be tucked away in a ravine above the Fairy Glen.   

New Howff
After a little heather bashing, we found the partly 
completed,  roofless  howff.    I  don’t  know  who  is 

building  it,  but  it  will  be  a  lovely  refuge  when 
completed.   

New Howff in Landscape
After  photography,  we pushed on  for  lunch at  the 
falls below the huge Clach a’ Cléirich.   

Weathered Timbers, Modern Fittings
At the  Sneck,  six  went  for  Ben  Avon,  while  Tork, 
Gilbert and I headed to Beinn a’ Bhuird's North Top. 

New Howff
Near  the  summit,  we  met  Alec  Barbour’s  group 
traversing  the  plateau  from  the  South  Top.    We 
crossed the plateau with superb views into Coire nan 
Clach and Coir' an Dubh Lochan.    From the South 
Top, we descended steeply to ford the Quoich.   A 
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long slog down Gleann an t-Slugain through Invercauld 
estate led to our bus at Keiloch.   

We arrived last after a 9.5-hour 22.2-mile round trip. 
Alec Barbour’s group arrived at the bus just ahead of 
us after climbing both Beinn a’ Bhuird and Ben Avon! 
The rest had similarly enjoyable walks and all were in 
high  spirits.    Coffee  & tea  at  the bus  were very 
welcome,  as  was  the  short  refreshment  stop  at 
Aboyne—the first glass didn’t touch the sides!   We 
left  Keiloch  early,  and  Szczepan  got  us  home  well 
ahead of schedule.   We all enjoyed a terrific outing! 

Graham

[Scotch Argus butterflies were on the wing.   Some 
wag  has  suggested  that  the  SS  Politician/Cabinet 
Minister was a Scotch Argos, but I think it was more 
of a Pandora's Box.   

The  new  howff  is  in  the  next  gully  west  of  the 
original Secret Howff, directly above the ruin.   It is 
in an area where large numbers of pale, slabby rocks 
and  stones  have  recently  been  turned  over  in  the 
search for suitable building material.   Much time has 
been  spent  building  dry-stone  walls,  weathered 
rafters  have  been  joined  with  modern,  quality 
fittings, and some of the windows are double-glazed! 
Two anonymous Dundonians are said to be responsible, 
probably with experience in the building trade.   No 
work has been done since early in the year.   Ed.]

4 September: Clova to Auchallater (Jock’s Road)

Ann, Iona, Alan and Frank at Davie's Bourach
We had 27 on the bus today, with a few new faces—
Graham Taylor, David Purves, and Alan Short & Iona 
Scott.   Frank welcomed them to our outing, and we 
left  Duthie  Park  with  an  excellent  forecast.    We 
took  our  usual  brief  comfort  stop  at  Kirriemuir 
before Szczepan got us to the starting point by 10am. 

Though  this  trek  was  the  only  walk  on  our  route 
sheet,  some folk  opted to  take in  Tom Buidhe and 

Tolmount on the way, while three stayed on the coach 
for shorter walks in the Auchallater area.   

Memorial Plaque to 1959 Tragedy
It was a lovely morning as we walked through Glen 
Doll up Jock’s Road.   

On Crow Craigies
Late  elevenses  were  taken  at  Davie’s  Bourach  in 
blazing  sunshine  near  the  1959  tragedy  memorial 
plaque (see Autumn Newsletter 2010, p20-21).   

A Flat Calm on Loch Callater
We  continued  over  wet,  boggy  ground  to  Crow 
Craigies  (920m),  the  highest  point  on  our  route, 
where  we  lunched  and  photographed  the  scenery. 
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We saw our Munro-baggers southwest on Tom Buidhe. 
A steep descent from the plateau led to the floor of 
Upper  Glen  Callater,  followed  by  a  long  walk  to 
Callater Lodge, where we rested briefly, and after a 
3-mile  walk  down  Glen  Callater,  were  soon  at  the 
coach in the Auchallater car-park.   

At Callater Bothy
All returned good and early to welcome tea & coffee. 
The  Munro-baggers  reported  a  glorious  day  even 
though  Linda  Henderson  fell  into  a  burn  while 
crossing—Fit's  she  like!?    We had  our  customary 
short  refreshment  stop  at  Braemar's Fife  Arms 
before Szczepan got us home almost an hour early, 
after  another  terrific  outing  (13.5miles),  made the 
more enjoyable by super warm weather!    Graham

Mountain Rescue Exercise
[Tayside police mountain rescue team were engaged in 
an exercise with sham casualties on stretchers in the 
Glen Doll car-park.   The three of us had time for a 
good  look  round  the  new  visitor  centre  while 
Szczepan had a half-hour meal break before driving 
round to Auchallater.   

I walked up Glen Callater to Callater Lodge, where a 
saltire flew from the flag-pole showing that it  was 
occupied, and met the main party near the head of 
Loch Callater.   Ed.]

18 September: Spittal o Glen Muick circular

Heather at Stulan Falls on the Dubh Loch  path
Most  of  the  33  walkers  took  the  Lochnagar  route 
despite threatening clouds.   

Yvonne & Fiona at Cac Carn Beag
One  walker  did  the  Capel  Mounth-Bachnagairn 
circular,  and  a  few  did  a  circuit  of  Loch  Muick 
extended up the Dubh Loch path to the Stulan Falls, 
spectacular after all the rain.   The afternoon turned 
so wet that Gordon sheltered in the bus boot to make 
the tea.   Heather

Gordon on Tea Duty in the Boot of the Bus
[One  walker  was  unwell  during  this  walk,  but 
fortunately nothing serious was amiss.   Ed.]
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2 October: Auchallater to Sean Spittal

At Summit of Cairn of Claise
We had several new faces on today’s outing, who had 
seen our walk on the new AHWC Blog Page.   Frank 
welcomed  Graeme  Stephen,  Yvonne  Matheson  and 
Helen McGregor to the Club.   At Aboyne we had a 
short  comfort  stop and picked  up  Margaret  Leslie. 
The local forecast was a little undecided, and misty 
low cloud and light rain followed us all  the way up 
Deeside to Auchallater.   

John Stewart on New Bridge over Cairnwell Burn
All three route-sheet walks were taken up.   We all 
headed up Glen Callater to Callater Lodge for brief 
elevenses.   Cloud still clung to hilltops as we headed 
up to Càrn an Tuirc and Cairn of Claise.   Some opted 
for  the old low-level  Bealach Buidhe route west to 
Baddoch in Glen Clunie, while most took the track up 
to the lip of Corrie Kander.   

The group then split as some walked over to Càrn an 
Tuirc and the rest of us went straight for the summit 
of Cairn of Claise, where we had a late lunch on the 
summit in misty, damp conditions.   A pleasant stroll 
over the extremely boggy plateau led to the Monega 
path from Glen Isla.   The sun actually blinked out as 
we sat on the summit of Sron na Gaoithe with a lovely 
view  down  Glen  Clunie.    After  a  very  squelchy 

descent to our pick-up point near Sean Spittal on the 
road below the Glen Shee ski  centre, coffee & tea 
were most welcome at Gordon’s bus.   

Clunie Water Old Bridge
We  were  all  back  early,  and  after  our  customary 
short  refreshment  stop  at  Braemar's  Fife  Arms, 
Gordon, our driver, got us home thirty minutes early, 
after  another  good  outing  of  18.8km  (11.6  miles) 
lasting 5 hours 25 minutes.   Graham

Walk End—Alan Wallace at Right of Way Post

7 October: Friday Evening Royal Hotel Bar Supper

We had our  usual  excellent  turnout  for  our  annual 
informal bar supper, once again at the Bath Street 

22 30/10/11



Aberdeen Hillwalking Club

Royal Hotel.   The restaurant did us proud once again
—the food was to their usual high standard and the 
claik even better.   It was good to see folk who had 
not  been  out  on  walks  recently.    This  evening  on 
AHWC’s social calendar has always been great fun—
long may it remain.   Once again we thank Heather for 
organizing this highly popular event.   Graham

Bar Supper at Royal Hotel

BACKGROUND NOTES ON HIKES
Newtyle to Collace Quarry 3/4/2011 walk
This walk finished with two frequently mispronounced 
place  names.    Place  names  with  the  prefix  Dun 
normally have the stress on the second syllable, and 
Dunsinane  is  no  exception.    The  final  E  is,  as  a 
mediæval  monk said,  to  cover  the nudity  of the  N 
(c.f. Irvine and Gullane).   A contemporary spelling of 
this  name  is  used  at  nearby  Dunsinnan  Hall  and 
Dunsinnan Wood.   Don't be a dunce-inane, be sure to  
have done-sinnin'.   Collace also has the stress on the 
second syllable, and is thought to have a derivation 
related to that of place names with an unstressed Cul  
prefix.   Kris

Cairngorm circular 10/7/2011
A Memorable Day at the Shelterstone – July 1987

Graham—Garbh Uisge Falls July 1987
Our  AHWC  outing  to  the  Northern  Cairngorms  on 
10 July this year was almost a quarter century since I 

took a group from the Marine Laboratory Hillwalking 
Club  to  the  Shelterstone  near  Loch  Avon  (see 
Shelterstone details in our Autumn 2007 Newsletter 
page 7).   In 2011, we endured mixed weather with 
sunshine,  mist  and  torrential  rain  making  stream 
crossings difficult.   

Back in 1987, we enjoyed a day to remember forever. 
From the summit of Cairngorm, we descended Coire 
Raibeirt  in  windless  muggy  conditions  over  a  much 
eroded  path,  into  the  huge  trench  of  Loch  Avon, 
crossed  the  Féith  Buidhe  without  difficulty  and 
arrived  at  the  Shelterstone  in  glorious  sunshine. 
Some  of  our  group  wanted  photographs  in  the 
sleeping  area  under  the  huge  boulder.    Others 
wanted pictures outside.   Jumpers and trousers were 
replaced by shirts,  vests  and shorts,  such was the 
lovely warm weather.   

Forefinger Gully on Shelterstone Crag
After a sunny lunch,  we ascended the edge of the 
Garbh  Uisge  Mór  falls  with  great  views  down 
Forefinger Gully, and the length of Loch Avon from 
the top of Shelterstone Crag.    Our circular route 
took  us  over  Càrn  Etchachan  (few  take  in  this 
inaccessible,  1120m subsidiary  peak),  crossing  some 
big  snow  patches  (commonly  known  as  the  Eternal 
Snow Beds),  which lie longer in several  locations in 
the Cairngorms than anywhere else in Britain, and on 
to the Ben Macdui summit.   
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We  returned  north  by  way  of  Lochan  Buidhe—at 
1125m,  the  highest  named  body  of  water  in  the 
British Isles—to Cairn Lochan.   A pleasant descent 
from its tiny summit cairn led to Lurcher’s Gully, the 
path  beneath  the  towering  cliffs  of  the  Northern 
Corries, and back to our mini-bus at the ski centre 
car-park.   What a day!   With glorious views at every 
turn on our route, a day to remember!   Graham

Battle of Harlaw
On our  Club  outing  to  the  Northern  Cairngorms  in 
July this year, we had just picked up some Members 
at Inverurie when folk saw the Harlaw Memorial on a 
hill just north of the town, and were asking about it. 
A friend in Inverurie and I often walk our dogs on 
these  rolling  hills  near  the  battlefield,  and  I  was 
reminded of a recent article on the sixth centenary 
of the 24 July 1411 battle.   

Harlaw Monument
The battle was badly chronicled, yet it seems a very 
Scottish battle with all the traditional elements.   It 
was  probably  the  bloodiest  battle  in  our  history, 
hence the name,  The Reid Harlaw.   The battle was 
fought to resolve competing claims to the Earldom of 
Ross, a large region of Northern Scotland.   Robert 
Stewart, Duke of Albany and Regent of Scotland had 
taken control of the earldom as guardian of his niece 

Euphemia  Leslie.    This  claim  was  contested  by 
Donald, Lord of the Isles, married to Euphemia’s Aunt 
Mariota.   

Donald invaded Ross to seize the earldom by force. 
First  he defeated a force of  Mackays  at  Dingwall, 
capturing the castle.   He then took Inverness after a 
brief  battle  and  left  the  town  in  flames  before 
advancing on Aberdeen with 10,000 clansmen.   Near 
Inverurie,  he  was  met  by  around  2,000  of  local 
gentry, many in armour, hastily assembled by the Earl 
of  Mar.    Donald’s  Highlanders,  attired  in  saffron 
sarks knotted between their legs, were armed with 
swords, bows, axes, dirks and targes.   Mar’s knights 
were clad in mail-reinforced doublets beneath plate 
armour.   His foot soldiers carried spears, maces and 
battle axes.   

After  a  day  of  fierce  fighting  there  was  no  clear 
victor.   Donald lost 900 men before retreating to the 
Isles,  and  Mar  500.    The  latter  had  a  strategic 
victory in that Aberdeen was saved, and within a year 
Albany  had  recaptured  Ross  and  forced  Donald's 
surrender.    However,  Mariota  was  awarded  the 
Earldom of Ross in 1424, and Lords of the Isles kept 
the title for much of the fifteenth century.   

Tradition  has  it  that  the  black  armour  in  the 
entrance hall  of Aberdeen Town House belonged to 
Robert Davidson, Provost of Aberdeen who fell in the 
battle alongside most of the burgesses with him.   

The 40ft (12m) memorial on the battlefield north of 
Inverurie commemorates the fifth centenary of the 
battle.    Aberdeen Town Council  erected it in July 
1914 (3 years late) at a cost of £325.   It was built 
by  John  Smith  of  Inverurie  and  designed  by  the 
architect  Dr  William  Kelly  (best  known  for  Kelly’s  
Cats, the iconic leopards that adorned Union Bridge's 
parapets in Aberdeen).   A wonderful chapter of local 
history!   Graham

[Those more familiar with Child Ballad #163—sung by 
Jeannie Robertson, The Corries, the Old Blind Dogs, 
&c—should note that this version of the battle does 
not let the facts get in the way of a good story!   The 
balladeer claims the battle went on all week, Donald 
was slain, and  O fifty thousan Heilanmen but fifty-
three gaed hame, and so on...   Ed.]

Auchallater to Sean Spittal 2/10/2011 walk
Route 2  suggested for  this  outing  descended  from 
Càrn an Tuirc to the remains of an old ski hut and ski 
lift.   The lift probably has not run since the 1960s 
but the concrete foundations remain on the hillside. 
The hut is still marked on OS Landranger Sheet 43 at 
NGR 172 810, about 4 miles north of Glas Maol.   
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Around  1960,  Aberdeen  Ski  Club  erected  a  small 
portable rope tow belonging to the Scottish Ski Club. 
Permanently fixed on the slopes of this mountain, it 
was about 200m in length covering a vertical ascent 
of about 75m, to reach an elevation of about 900m. 
The  tow  followed  the  easy-angled,  north-facing 
Turkey Gully, known for good snow-holding.   

Aberdeen Ski  Club’s  handbook  stated that the hut 
was constructed for your special benefit, so that you  
may  shelter  inside,  rubbing  sodden  shoulders  with  
what seems like the full membership of both clubs,  
looking  out  through  storm-proof  windows  bulging  
under the pent-up fury of the Arctic blizzards which  
are the choicest feature of this locale.   This skiing 
area  became  disused  after  the  development  of 
facilities at the Cairnwell.   Graham

A Great Climb in France's Écrins National Park

Summit orientation table Tete de la Maye
I  had  a  phone  call  recently  from  an  old  trekking 
buddy of  mine who walked the Alpine Haute Route 
(Chamonix  to  Zermatt)  with  me  in  2007.    He 
intended spending next summer in the Écrins National 
Park in the French Alps, and knowing I had been to 
the French Alps, enquired whether I knew the area 
and could advise him with details of the terrain and 
suggested walks.   We were on the phone for ages and 
I  was  buzzing  with  excitement  at  my  memories  of 
this magnificent area.   

Located  southeast  of  Grenoble,  and  unequally  split 
between  the  Départements  of  Isère  and  Hautes-
Alpes, the Parc National des Écrins is the largest in 
France, covering 92,000 hectares (920 sq km).   This 
is  mountain  country  par  excellence.    No  one  who 
enjoys wild mountain scenery and has the energy and 
inclination  to  explore  on  foot  could  possibly  grow 
tired of the Écrins.   

My friends and I were based in the remote village of 
La Bérarde (1713m) at the head of the Vénéon valley. 
Some of the most exciting scenery and arguably the 

best  walking  in  the  Écrins  is  concentrated  on  the 
Vallée  du  Vénéon.    With  several  tributary  valleys 
feeding from north and south, each adorned with a 
gleaming lake or two, or headed by a glacial cirque of 
awesome beauty, the Vénéon's scope is enhanced as a 
base for  a walking holiday.   There are few gentle 
walks here, most being quite demanding as the terrain 
is harsh and uncompromising, especially in the Haute 
Vénéon where there are steep ascents and descents 
to contend with.   Yet rewards are aplenty.   

One of my best outings was the ascent of Tête de la 
Maye  (2518m).    Overlooking  La  Bérarde  from the 
north, the Tête de la Maye is one of the great Alpine 
viewpoints—certainly  there  are  few  (if  any)  in  the 
Écrins that can better it for walkers.   The route is 
not  for  the  faint-hearted.    It  is  frequently  very 
exposed and has many scrambly sections safeguarded 
with fixed chains, cables or metal rungs.   It is not in 
the same league as  vie ferrate,  but neither is it  a 
straightforward stroll, though it should not daunt any 
practised hillwalker.   

The  day  was  blue  sky  and  sunshine  and  my  video 
camera recorded the whole climb.   A 360° panorama 
of  stunning  beauty  rewarded  the  effort  of  gaining 
the  summit,  a  large  domed  area of  rock  and grass 
sporting  an  orientation  table  naming  each  of  many 
mountains in view.   North lay La Meier (3982m) and 
Le Râteau (3809m),  separated by the Brèche de la 
Meije.   A long ridge northeast had the flat-topped 
summit  of  Pic  Bourcat,  and  Pic  Gaspard  (3883m) 
followed by the Dôme de Neige des Écrins (4015m). 
Further away southeast was the impressive rock wall 
of  L’Ailefroide  (3954m),  then  the  snow  and  ice 
pinnacles  of  Les  Bans  (3669m) south-south-east at 
the very head of the Vénéon valley, while down the 
valley was Roche de la  Muzelle (3465m) and finally 
the Cime de l’Encoula (3563m) with its glacier tongue 
projecting toward the valley.   The Barre des Écrins 
(4102m), the most southerly 4000m peak was just out 
of view.   

This was a most enjoyable, but incredibly scary route, 
permanently  fixed  in  memory.    The  post–climb 
refreshment in the La Bérarde bar did not touch the 
sides, such was my continuing adrenalin rush.   I hope 
my  buddy  gets  as  much  enjoyment  walking  and 
climbing in the Écrins National Park next summer as I 
had not so long ago.   Wow—what a place!   Graham

Inner Peace
I  am  passing  this  on  to  you  because  it  definitely 
worked for me today, and probably we could all  use 
more calm in our lives.   A doctor on television this 
morning said that the way to achieve inner peace is to 
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finish all the things you have started.   So I looked 
round my house to see things I had started but not 
finished.   

I have since finished a bottle of Merlot,  a bottle of 
Chardonnay,  a  bodle  of  Baileys,  a  butle  of  wum,  a 
pockage of Prunglies, tha mainder of bot Prozic and 
Valum scriptions, the res of the Chesescke an a box a 
choclets.   

Yu hav no ideer how bluddy guod I feel rite now.   

Plaese sned dhis orn to dem yu fee ar in ned ov iennr 
paece.   

Cheers,

eR,  Erm,  wow,  that's  pretty—canna  mine  ma  aine 
name??

26 30/10/11


